
Unit	  6,	  Lesson	  7	  
Name__________________________ 	  Sec3on________________ 	  Date_______________________	  
LT:	  I	  can	  formulate	  an	  argument	  about	  why	  humans	  are	  different.	  	  
Do	  Now:	  Do	  Now	  Quiz!	  	  

Does Language Make Humans Different? 	

Unit 6 Essay	


It	  is	  the	  year	  4022	  CE.	  
	  	  
In	  less	  than	  a	  day,	  the	  most	  advanced	  civiliza3on	  of	  the	  ancient	  world	  had	  perished.	  Archeologist	  Howard	  
Carson	  found	  himself	  facing	  the	  entrance	  of	  a	  long-‐forgoQen	  tomb	  dated	  from	  the	  ancient	  1980s.	  
Thunderstruck,	  he	  realized	  he	  was	  on	  the	  threshold	  of	  history.	  His	  en3re	  body	  trembled	  as	  he	  
contemplated	  the	  possible	  significance	  of	  his	  find.	  The	  mysterious	  burial	  customs	  of	  the	  late	  twen3eth-‐
century	  North	  American	  were	  finally	  to	  be	  revealed.	  	  
	  	  
Everything	  in	  the	  Outer	  Chamber	  faced	  the	  Great	  Altar	  including	  the	  body	  of	  the	  deceased,	  which	  s3ll	  lay	  on	  
top	  of	  the	  Ceremonial	  PlaZorm.	  In	  its	  hand	  was	  the	  Sacred	  Communicator.	  Signs	  of	  the	  ancient	  burial	  ritual	  
were	  everywhere.	  To	  ensure	  maximum	  comfort	  during	  eternal	  life,	  several	  pieces	  of	  beau3fully	  cra\ed	  
furniture	  were	  placed	  in	  the	  room,	  along	  with	  addi3onal	  garments	  stacked	  carefully	  in	  a	  specially	  designed	  
rectangular	  pod.	  	  
	  	  
Although	  it	  seemed	  hardly	  possible,	  the	  contents	  of	  the	  Inner	  Chamber	  were	  even	  more	  dazzling.	  A	  second	  
body	  was	  present,	  and	  this	  one	  appeared	  to	  have	  been	  buried	  with	  more	  care	  and	  ritual	  than	  the	  first.	  It	  
had	  been	  placed	  in	  a	  highly	  polished	  white	  sarcophagus,	  which	  had	  in	  turn	  been	  sealed	  behind	  an	  exquisite	  
and	  elaborately	  hung	  curtain.	  Two	  water	  trumpets,	  one	  about	  five	  feet	  above	  the	  other,	  projected	  from	  the	  
end	  wall	  facing	  the	  deceased.	  Nearby	  was	  the	  Sacred	  Parchment,	  pieces	  of	  which	  were	  periodically	  placed	  
in	  the	  Sacred	  Urn	  during	  the	  ceremony.	  The	  Headband	  and	  the	  Sacred	  Collar	  were	  s3ll	  in	  place	  on	  the	  
Sacred	  Urn	  to	  which	  they	  had	  been	  secured	  following	  the	  ceremony.	  
	  
Harriet,	  his	  assistant,	  insisted	  that	  she	  be	  allowed	  to	  wear	  some	  of	  the	  priceless	  treasures.	  Carson	  gave	  in.	  
For	  the	  remainder	  of	  the	  day,	  Harriet	  proudly	  strode	  around	  the	  site	  wearing	  the	  Sacred	  Collar	  and	  
matching	  Headband.	  She	  also	  wore	  the	  magnificent	  plas%cus	  ear	  ornaments	  and	  the	  exquisite	  silver	  chain	  
and	  pendant.	  	  	  
(Source:	  “Motel	  of	  Mysteries”	  David	  Macauley)	  

Part	  1:	  Unit	  6	  Overview	  	  
Unit	  6	  was	  our	  shortest	  unit	  yet.	  You’ll	  remember	  that	  we	  started	  off	  by	  discussing	  whether	  or	  not	  the	  
appearance	  of	  humans	  on	  Earth	  deserved	  its	  own	  threshold.	  “Are	  we	  really	  that	  different	  from	  animals?”	  
we	  wondered.	  	  
	  
We	  looked	  at	  the	  evolu3on	  of	  early	  humans.	  Most	  of	  you	  said	  that	  our	  larger	  brains	  and	  ability	  to	  use	  tools	  
and	  be	  social	  were	  what	  made	  us	  human	  and	  set	  us	  apart	  from	  the	  apes.	  	  
	  
As	  our	  minds	  grew,	  our	  language	  grew	  more	  complex,	  and	  with	  more	  complex	  language,	  we	  were	  able	  to	  
collec3vely	  learn.	  Sharing	  knowledge	  enabled	  us	  to	  develop	  complex	  tools,	  beads,	  early	  forms	  of	  
spirituality,	  etc.	  that	  we	  see	  in	  the	  hunter-‐gatherers	  of	  the	  Paleolithic	  Era.	  	  

Part	  1:	  Assessment	  Overview	  
Big	  History	  says	  that	  language	  makes	  us	  humans	  special	  .	  Our	  language	  allows	  us	  to	  talk	  about	  many	  things	  
including	  things	  not	  immediately	  present,	  such	  as	  experiences	  and	  events	  in	  the	  past	  and	  future.	  Our	  
language	  enables	  us	  to	  collec3ve	  learn,	  which	  allows	  us	  to	  create	  beQer	  and	  beQer	  technology.	  	  
	  
Has	  it?	  What	  do	  you	  think?	  Does	  human	  language	  make	  us	  different	  from	  other	  animals?	  A\er	  all,	  animals	  
have	  systems	  of	  communica3on.	  They	  communicate	  with	  each	  other	  and	  with	  us.	  Are	  human	  systems	  of	  
communica3on	  different	  from	  those	  of	  other	  animals?	  Does	  that	  difference	  make	  us	  different	  from	  other	  
species?	  	  

Part	  2:	  Your	  task	  	  
Use	  the	  documents	  in	  the	  Inves3ga3on	  Library	  and	  your	  understanding	  of	  and	  experiences	  with	  language	  
and	  communica3on	  to	  determine	  whether	  human	  language	  makes	  us	  different	  from	  other	  animals.	  Then	  
write	  2	  complete	  paragraphs	  explaining	  your	  opinion.	  This	  can	  be	  typed	  or	  handwriQen.	  	  
	  
Part	  3:	  How	  you’ll	  be	  graded	  	  

Criteria	   3	   2	   1	   0	  

OrganizaCon	  	   There	  is	  a	  clear,	  
specific	  claim.	  The	  
paragraphs	  each	  
have	  topic	  and	  
concluding	  
sentences	  and	  
relate	  to	  the	  claim.	  	  

There	  is	  a	  claim,	  though	  
it	  may	  be	  general	  or	  
difficult	  to	  find.	  	  
OR	  	  
The	  paragraphs	  do	  not	  
fully	  match	  the	  claim,	  or	  
are	  poorly	  organized.	  	  

The	  claim	  does	  not	  
answer	  the	  
ques3on	  
OR	  	  	  
The	  paragraphs	  are	  
unrelated	  to	  the	  
claim	  or	  are	  poorly	  
organized	  to	  the	  
extent	  that	  it	  is	  
difficult	  to	  follow.	  	  

There	  is	  no	  
claim	  
OR	  	  
The	  paragraphs	  
are	  disorganized	  
to	  the	  extent	  
that	  they	  make	  
no	  sense.	  	  

Evidence	   There	  are	  several	  
pieces	  of	  	  specific,	  
well-‐chosen	  
evidence	  that	  
support	  your	  claim	  

There	  is	  evidence	  
present,	  but	  it	  may	  not	  
be	  well	  chosen	  or	  lack	  
specificity	  	  

Evidence	  is	  
extremely	  general	  
and	  based	  solely	  	  
on	  personal	  
feelings/lanecdotes	  
rather	  than	  fact.	  	  

There	  is	  liQle	  to	  
no	  aQempt	  to	  
include	  
evidence.	  	  

Analysis	  	   Evidence	  is	  fully	  
explained,	  and	  
furthers	  your	  
argument	  in	  a	  
sophis3cated	  way.	  	  

Evidence	  is	  explained,	  
and	  it	  is	  3ed	  back	  to	  the	  
claim.	  	  

The	  analysis	  is	  
incorrect,	  overly	  
broad,	  or	  difficult	  
to	  understand.	  	  

There	  is	  liQle	  to	  
no	  aQempt	  at	  
analysis.	  	  

TOTAL:	  ______/9	  



Choose	  5	  of	  the	  9	  documents	  to	  complete.	  This	  will	  count	  for	  a	  5	  point	  homework	  grade	  instead	  of	  the	  
usual	  3.	  	  	  	  

Document	  	  	  
(Number	  &	  Title)	  	  

What	  is	  the	  main	  idea	  from	  this	  
document?	  	  

This	  document	  shows	  animal	  communicaCon/
language	  is….	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

q Exactly	  the	  same	  as	  
human’s	  	  

	  
q Similar	  to	  human’s	  	  
	  
q Different	  from	  

human’s	  	  

Because….	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

q Exactly	  the	  same	  as	  
human’s	  	  

	  
q Similar	  to	  human’s	  	  
	  
q Different	  from	  

human’s	  	  

Because….	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

q Exactly	  the	  same	  as	  
human’s	  	  

	  
q Similar	  to	  human’s	  	  
	  
q Different	  from	  

human’s	  	  

Because….	  
	  

q Exactly	  the	  same	  as	  
human’s	  	  

	  
q Similar	  to	  human’s	  	  
	  
q Different	  from	  

human’s	  	  

Because….	  
	  

q Exactly	  the	  same	  as	  
human’s	  	  

	  
q Similar	  to	  human’s	  	  
	  
q Different	  from	  

human’s	  	  

Because….	  
	  

Does	  Language	  Make	  Humans	  Different?	  
Document	  Analysis	  	  

TOTAL:	  ______/5	  



It	  is	  the	  year	  4022	  CE.	  
	  	  
In	  less	  than	  a	  day,	  the	  most	  advanced	  civiliza3on	  of	  the	  ancient	  world	  had	  perished.	  Archeologist	  Howard	  
Carson	  found	  himself	  facing	  the	  entrance	  of	  a	  long-‐forgoQen	  tomb	  dated	  from	  the	  ancient	  1980s.	  
Thunderstruck,	  he	  realized	  he	  was	  on	  the	  threshold	  of	  history.	  His	  en3re	  body	  trembled	  as	  he	  
contemplated	  the	  possible	  significance	  of	  his	  find.	  The	  mysterious	  burial	  customs	  of	  the	  late	  twen3eth-‐
century	  North	  American	  were	  finally	  to	  be	  revealed.	  	  
	  	  
Everything	  in	  the	  Outer	  Chamber	  faced	  the	  Great	  Altar	  including	  the	  body	  of	  the	  deceased,	  which	  s3ll	  lay	  on	  
top	  of	  the	  Ceremonial	  PlaZorm.	  In	  its	  hand	  was	  the	  Sacred	  Communicator.	  Signs	  of	  the	  ancient	  burial	  ritual	  
were	  everywhere.	  To	  ensure	  maximum	  comfort	  during	  eternal	  life,	  several	  pieces	  of	  beau3fully	  cra\ed	  
furniture	  were	  placed	  in	  the	  room,	  along	  with	  addi3onal	  garments	  stacked	  carefully	  in	  a	  specially	  designed	  
rectangular	  pod.	  	  
	  	  
Although	  it	  seemed	  hardly	  possible,	  the	  contents	  of	  the	  Inner	  Chamber	  were	  even	  more	  dazzling.	  A	  second	  
body	  was	  present,	  and	  this	  one	  appeared	  to	  have	  been	  buried	  with	  more	  care	  and	  ritual	  than	  the	  first.	  It	  
had	  been	  placed	  in	  a	  highly	  polished	  white	  sarcophagus,	  which	  had	  in	  turn	  been	  sealed	  behind	  an	  exquisite	  
and	  elaborately	  hung	  curtain.	  Two	  water	  trumpets,	  one	  about	  five	  feet	  above	  the	  other,	  projected	  from	  the	  
end	  wall	  facing	  the	  deceased.	  Nearby	  was	  the	  Sacred	  Parchment,	  pieces	  of	  which	  were	  periodically	  placed	  
in	  the	  Sacred	  Urn	  during	  the	  ceremony.	  The	  Headband	  and	  the	  Sacred	  Collar	  were	  s3ll	  in	  place	  on	  the	  
Sacred	  Urn	  to	  which	  they	  had	  been	  secured	  following	  the	  ceremony.	  
	  
Harriet,	  his	  assistant,	  insisted	  that	  she	  be	  allowed	  to	  wear	  some	  of	  the	  priceless	  treasures.	  Carson	  gave	  in.	  
For	  the	  remainder	  of	  the	  day,	  Harriet	  proudly	  strode	  around	  the	  site	  wearing	  the	  Sacred	  Collar	  and	  
matching	  Headband.	  She	  also	  wore	  the	  magnificent	  plas%cus	  ear	  ornaments	  and	  the	  exquisite	  silver	  chain	  
and	  pendant.	  	  	  
(Source:	  “Motel	  of	  Mysteries”	  David	  Macauley)	  

Part	  1:	  Unit	  6	  Overview	  	  
Unit	  6	  was	  our	  shortest	  unit	  yet.	  You’ll	  remember	  that	  we	  started	  off	  by	  discussing	  whether	  or	  not	  the	  
appearance	  of	  humans	  on	  Earth	  deserved	  its	  own	  threshold.	  “Are	  we	  really	  that	  different	  from	  animals?”	  
we	  wondered.	  	  
	  
We	  looked	  at	  the	  evolu3on	  of	  early	  humans.	  Most	  of	  you	  said	  that	  our	  larger	  brains	  and	  ability	  to	  use	  tools	  
and	  be	  social	  were	  what	  made	  us	  human	  and	  set	  us	  apart	  from	  the	  apes.	  	  
	  
As	  our	  minds	  grew,	  our	  language	  grew	  more	  complex,	  and	  with	  more	  complex	  language,	  we	  were	  able	  to	  
collec3vely	  learn.	  Sharing	  knowledge	  enabled	  us	  to	  develop	  complex	  tools,	  beads,	  early	  forms	  of	  
spirituality,	  etc.	  that	  we	  see	  in	  the	  hunter-‐gatherers	  of	  the	  Paleolithic	  Era.	  	  

Planning	  Out	  Your	  Paragraphs	  (Not	  required,	  but	  helpful	  to	  some	  people)	  	  
Step	  1:	  Developing	  a	  claim	  
1.  “Language	  makes	  humans	  different	  from	  animals.”	  AGREE/DISAGREE	  
2.  Which	  documents	  or	  facts	  from	  class	  did	  you	  mind	  most	  convincing?	  List	  2-‐3	  below	  

Convincing	  document/fact	  #1:	  	  
Convincing	  document/fact	  #2:	  	  
Convincing	  document/fact	  #3:	  	  
	  
Why	  are	  those	  so	  convincing	  to	  you?	  ___________________________________________________	  
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________	  

Step	  2:	  Planning	  Paragraph	  1	  	  
Paragraph	  one	  should	  be	  all	  about	  evidence	  that	  supports	  your	  claim.	  Choose	  2	  quotes	  or	  specific	  examples	  
from	  Step	  1’s	  convincing	  documents.	  	  
	  
Topic	  Sentence:	  	  	  _________________________________________________________________________	  
________________________________________________________________________________________	  
Evidence	  1:	  For	  example,	  __________________________________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________________________________________________	  
This	  proves	  my	  claim	  because_______________________________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________________________________________________	  
Evidence	  2:	  	  Furthermore,	  _________________________________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________________________________________________	  
This	  is	  important	  because	  __________________________________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________________________________________________	  
In	  conclusion,	  ____________________________________________________________________________	  
________________________________________________________________________________________	  

Now	  turn	  it	  into	  a	  claim:	  	  
I	  agree/disagree	  that	  language	  makes	  human	  different	  from	  animals	  because	  _______________________	  
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________	  
	  

Step	  2:	  Planning	  Paragraph	  1	  
Paragraph	  one	  should	  be	  a	  rebuQal	  against	  a	  different	  opinion.	  Choose	  1	  quote/example	  that	  supports	  the	  
other	  side.	  Explain	  it,	  but	  make	  sure	  that	  you	  explain	  why	  you	  s3ll	  believe	  your	  claim.	  	  
	  
Topic	  Sentence:	  Others	  may	  argue	  that_______________________________________________________	  
________________________________________________________________________________________	  
Evidence	  that	  supports	  the	  other	  side________________________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________________________________________________	  
This	  is	  a	  good	  point	  because_______________________________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________________________________________________	  
However,	  I	  don’t	  think	  it’s	  convincing	  enough	  because	  __________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________________________________________________	  
I	  s3ll	  believe	  my	  original	  claim	  because	  _______________________________________________________	  
_______________________________________________________________________________________	  
In	  conclusion,	  ____________________________________________________________________________	  


