
Unit	
  3.	
  Lesson	
  7	
  
Name__________________________ 	
  Sec3on________________ 	
  Date_______________________	
  
LT:	
  I	
  can	
  make	
  inferences	
  about	
  how	
  the	
  abundance	
  of	
  an	
  element	
  affects	
  a	
  civiliza3on.	
  	
  	
  
Do	
  Now:	
  	
  What	
  are	
  some	
  valuable	
  elements?	
  What	
  makes	
  an	
  element	
  valuable?	
  (there	
  are	
  mul3ple	
  right	
  
answers	
  to	
  this)	
  	
  __________________________________________________________________________	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________	
  

Part	
  1:	
  Map	
  Analysis	
  

How does the presence of elements affect civilizations? 	


Case Study: West African Kingdoms	



Salt	
  17:25-­‐21:50	
  

1.  According	
  to	
  this	
  map,	
  which	
  3	
  elements	
  are	
  present	
  in	
  W.	
  Africa?	
  (1	
  is	
  a	
  compound	
  of	
  2	
  elements)	
  
	
  
2.  On	
  the	
  map,	
  shade	
  the	
  area	
  where	
  you	
  predict	
  the	
  African	
  kingdoms	
  were.	
  Why	
  did	
  you	
  shade	
  the	
  area	
  

you	
  did?	
  	
  	
  	
  

3.  How	
  does	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  elements	
  affect	
  civiliza3on,	
  according	
  to	
  your	
  answers	
  to	
  1	
  &	
  2?	
  	
  

The	
  crea3on	
  of	
  elements	
  fits	
  into	
  Big	
  History	
  as	
  the	
  third	
  threshold,	
  but	
  today,	
  lets	
  “zoom	
  in”	
  and	
  look	
  at	
  
how	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  certain	
  elements	
  can	
  affect	
  a	
  civiliza3on.	
  We	
  could	
  have	
  picked	
  almost	
  any	
  place	
  in	
  the	
  
world,	
  but	
  let’s	
  choose	
  the	
  West	
  African	
  kingdoms	
  of	
  Ghana,	
  Mali,	
  and	
  Songhai.	
  



Part	
  2:	
  Video	
  Clips	
  	
  
1.  Why	
  was	
  salt	
  so	
  valuable?	
  	
  (Bullet	
  points	
  okay)	
  
	
  
	
  

2.  Why	
  was	
  gold	
  so	
  valuable?	
  (Bullet	
  points	
  okay)	
  	
  

	
  

Part	
  3:	
  Excerpts	
  	
  
This	
  description	
  of	
  the	
  king’s	
  court	
  in	
  ancient	
  Ghana	
  was	
  written	
  by	
  the	
  Arab	
  scholar,	
  Al-­‐Bakri.	
  

1.  List	
  some	
  examples	
  of	
  wealth	
  from	
  the	
  passage.	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
2.  What	
  is	
  the	
  evidence	
  of	
  an	
  advanced	
  poli3cal	
  structure	
  observed	
  by	
  Al-­‐Bakri?	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
3.  Why	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  an	
  abundance	
  of	
  valuable	
  elements	
  allows	
  a	
  civiliza3on	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  more	
  

sophis3cated	
  poli3cal	
  structure?	
  	
  	
  

1. Why	
  is	
  it	
  an	
  advantage	
  to	
  have	
  
easy	
  access	
  to/control	
  of	
  
valuable	
  elements?	
  	
  

1.  How	
  did	
  the	
  Spanish	
  view	
  the	
  kingdom	
  of	
  Mali?	
  	
  

2.  How	
  could	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  valuable	
  elements	
  like	
  gold	
  and	
  salt	
  have	
  contributed	
  to	
  the	
  fall	
  of	
  the	
  Mali	
  
Empire?	
  	
  	
  	
  



1. Why	
  is	
  it	
  an	
  advantage	
  to	
  have	
  
easy	
  access	
  to/control	
  of	
  
valuable	
  elements?	
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How	
  does	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  elements	
  affect	
  civiliza3ons	
  both	
  posi3vely	
  and	
  nega3vely?	
  (at	
  least	
  4	
  sentences	
  
and	
  should	
  include	
  one	
  quote	
  from	
  the	
  excerpts)	
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How	
  does	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  elements	
  affect	
  civiliza3ons	
  both	
  posi3vely	
  and	
  nega3vely?	
  (at	
  least	
  4	
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and	
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  one	
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